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Committee Membership

The Faculty Senate Bylaws include the following description of the General Education
Committee, as amended through May 6, 2010, on page 25.

“General Education Committee. The President shall appoint eight members to this committee
from the majority of baccalaureate degree-granting colleges within the University, and the
Senate will elect eight members from the faculty at large, and two non-voting student members
selected by the student government. The chair will be elected from the committee. There will be
an administrative co-chair appointed by the President. The General Education Committee
establishes a philosophy of what constitutes the general education component for baccalaureate
degrees offered by the University. It reviews, in accordance with established criteria, all courses
proposed to fulfill general education and Gordon Rule requirements. It makes
recommendations to the Curriculum Committee regarding the continued effectiveness of the

general education program.”

Requiring that the chair be elected from the committee presents logistic and administrative
problems that may hamper the operations of the committee. It is normally expected that the
Chair will handle the administrative responsibilities that are required for the efficient operation
of the committee. These include communication with faculty in preparing submissions and
handling individual petitions. The committee needs a Chair who has the time and
administrative support to meet these obligations. In addition, the Chair normally chairs the
meetings and is not usually expected to vote, whereas, senate representatives usually vote.
Also, the current policy allows the chair and co-chair to be both administration members. This

would result in the senate not having a leadership role in the committee.

In addition, the language needs to reflect the fact that the “Gordon Rule” has been replaced by
the Writing and Math Requirement. In view of these considerations, I propose the following to
replace the above policy.



Proposed Amendment

General Education Committee. The President shall appoint eight members to this committee
from the majority of baccalaureate degree-granting colleges within the University, and the
Senate will elect eight members from the faculty at large, and two non-voting student members
selected by the student government. The chair will be eleeted-frem-the-eommittee appointed by
the President or his designee. There will be an-administrative a co-chair appeinted-by-the
President elected from among the senate representatives. The General Education Committee
establishes a philosophy of what constitutes the general education component for baccalaureate
degrees offered by the University. It reviews, in accordance with established criteria, all courses
proposed to fulfill general education and GerdenRule University Writing and Math
requirements. It makes recommendations to the Curriculum Committee regarding the

continued effectiveness of the general education program.



